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Apr 4
      Crowne Plaza Springfield

District 6460 Assembly - Training for 
club ofÞcers and committee 
leadership.

Apr 6
 
         Alton Sports Tap

Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. Our 
speaker will be Ben Lubinski, a 
biologist who works for the Illinois 
Natural History Survey. The Illinois 
Natural History Survey has been 
conducting an intensive study of the 
Mississippi River for a number of 
years in an attempt to determine long-
term trends in the river system, 
including the effects of ßooding on 
Þsh and water quality. Of particular 
interest to Ben and other who work 
for the survey are the effects of the 
1993 and 2008 ßoods. Find out what 
they have learned thus far.

Apr 13

         Alton Sports Tap

Board of Directors meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. Students 
of the Month for April will be 
honored.

Apr 20
      Rolling Hills Golf Course

Steak Fry at the Rolling Hills Golf 
Course Club House 6:00 p.m. A golf 
outing will precede the meeting. 
Contact Richard Johnson for details.

Rotary 
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Meets Mondays - 6:00 P.M. - Alton Sports Tap Restaurant

Jessica Lenoir of Alton High School and J.T. File of Marquette Catholic High 
School were honored by the Alton/Godfrey Rotary Club as Students of the 
Month for March at the ClubÕs regular meeting at the Alton Sports Tap 
Restaurant on March 9th.
! The Student of the Month program was initiated by the Alton/ 
Godfrey Rotary Club to recognize the accomplishments of area youth. 
Students selected must be a senior and are selected on the basis of 
outstanding scholarship, participation in school activities, and/or community 
service activities. Students selected for this honor are recognized and 
presented with an award at a Rotary Club meeting and will be eligible to 
compete for a $3000 scholarship which will be presented to one of the 
eighteen students honored as a ÒStudent of the MonthÓ  during the school 
year. This is the 12th year of the program and since the program started  213 
students have been honored from the three area high schools.
! Jessica Lenoir is the daughter of James Watkins 
and Linda Lenoir of Alton. Jessica has been 
recognized for her dedication and effort in 
any activity she has participated in at 
Alton High. She received the 110% 
Award from the Alton High Staff. 
She also received the 110% Award 
from her coaches during her junior 
and senior years on the girls 
basketball and track teams. She 
has excelled in athletics placing 
4th in the IHSA State track meet in 
her event. She was also recognized by 
the Southwestern Conference in track. 
This year she was a participant in the 
Class3A/4A three point shooting contest. She 
has also been a member of the Redbird Nest.
! After graduating from Alton High Jessica plans to 
major in physical education or early childhood education at Southeast 
Missouri State or Western Illinois University.

continued on page 4

http://www.altongodfreyrotary.org
http://www.altongodfreyrotary.org
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Student Essays
In this monthÕs issue of The Ratchet, we are again focusing on original compositions by our students of the month.

! Recently at Marquette Catholic High School, the 
senior class, along with a few teachers and parents as 
chaperones, went to New Orleans, Louisiana, for a mission 
trip. The plan was to go down there to help the people of 
New Orleans who had lost there houses to hurricane 
Katrina nearly 4 years ago.

!  When the hurricane hit, it caused many of the 
levees, that kept the city safe, to burst and drain water into 
the city. This was very bad, because the city of New 
Orleans is like a giant bowl. When this bowl started Þlling 
up with water, the water had no where to drain. In some 
areas, the water accumulated up to eight feet high, 
completely covering most of the homes in that area. When 
the water was drained each house was inspected by FEMA 
for bodies and structural stability. After this each house 
was gutted out and the owner would plead with the 
government to get there money to rebuild this home. 
Unfortunately for most, this either did not happen at all, or 
they did not receive enough money to rebuild their homes.
! Therefore, this year, just like the previous year, the 
MCHS seniors and chaperones went to New Orleans to 
help the people rebuild there homes, and give them hope 
that help was still coming. We stayed at a homeless shelter/
soup kitchen along with 60 other volunteers from various 

New Orleans Mission Trip
by John File

Book-a-Month Club

New Orleans - page 3

! Country music legend Dolly Parton autographs a 
child's book on March 9 during a public ceremony in 
Atlanta, USA, announcing a new collaborative 
relationship between Rotary International and the 
Dollywood Foundation's Imagination Library. The 
partnership aims to promote early childhood reading by 
providing a book each month to children from birth until 
age Þve. Photo courtesy of the Dollywood Foundation.

Vets Get Together

Don Nicholson and Russell Dunham, 
both World War II Veterans, met at a 
recent Rotary meeting.
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Apr 27

         Alton Sports Tap

Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. Fourth 
Quarter Club Assembly. Plans for 
09-10 Rotary year to be announced. 
Committee organization presented.

May 4
 
          Alton Sports Tap

Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. Program to 
be announced.

May 11
          Alton Sports Tap

Board of Directors meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. Students of 
the Month for May will be honored.

May 16          Missouri Athletic Club

Zone 29 Membership & Foundation 
SUCCESS Seminar

May 18
 
     Rolling Hills

Steak Fry at the Rolling Hills Golf 
Course Club House 6:00 p.m. A golf 
outing will precede the meeting. 
Contact Richard Johnson for details.

May 25
 
       No Meeting 

Memorial Day Holiday

May 28-30
        Western Illinois U

District 6460 Convention. In addition 
to our delegation attending, members 
of the Rotary Club of Alton-Godfrey 
will host a hospitality room on Friday 
evening.

-Bill Hoagland, Program Director

colleges and universities. Each day we would get and have breakfast at seven 
o'clock. After we would pack our lunches and wait for our daily assignments 
which included; painting, pulling fence poles from the ground, re-rooÞng a 
house, putting up walls on a new house, and of course helping an elderly 
couple with their yard work. We would then split up into our working 
groups, and head to our job sites, not returning until four o'clock that 
evening. Finally we would end our night by of course going out and eating 
some real cajun food.
! When we returned home we all packed into our cars, went home to 
sleep, and returned to school the next day for our usual classes. Throughout 
the day we all told stories and laughed about things that had happened on the 
trip, but most importantly not one of us forgot about the hope that we 
brought the people of New Orleans. 

New Orleans
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Club OfÞcers 2008-2009

......................................................President.....! Scott Neudecker
5212 Richland Woods Dr., Alton, 462-4697

Vice-President........................................................ !Ford Phillips
1007 Henry St., Alton, 463-0769

......................................................Secretary! .......Roland Hansen
820 Creekwood Lane, Godfrey, 466-1970

...............................................................Treasurer! Mike Tillman
1902  Paris Dr., Godfrey, 466-1928

........................................Executive Secretary! Melissa Seymour
! 3026 Edwards St., Alton, 462-7206

Board of Directors 2008-2009

Rod Elias-3rd yr! !   Ebony Huddleston-2nd yr

Dick Jones-3rd yr!                              Brian White-2nd yr
Sam Stemm-3rd yr! !               Dave Walker-1st yr

Ken Spells-3rd yr! !                 Larry Spain-1st yr
Gail Weinrich-3rd yr! !         Brock Hendricks-1st yr
Jasper Fisher-2nd yr! !        Michael Osborne-1st yr

Donald Moyer-2nd yr! ! !   Tom Turpin-1st yr
Jeff Weber-2nd yr! !                       Josh Farley-PP

! J.T. File is the 
son of Eric and Cindy 

File of Godfrey. File 
h a s b e e n 
recognized for his 
u n s e l Þ s h 
commitment to 
serving others as 
well as his 
community. He 
has contributed 
o v e r 4 5 0 

c o m m u n i t y 
service hours 

during his high 
school career and was 

the winner of the Bronze 
Medal for the PresidentÕs 

Volunteer Service Award each year of attendance at 
Marquette. 
! J.T has been extremely active in athletics at 
Marquette. He has lettered in soccer, basketball, and 
baseball. He has excelled in soccer serving as team 
captain during his senior year and being selected to 
the IHSA Soccer Coaches All-Section team this past 
fall. He has been very involved in youth athletic 
activities serving as a soccer ofÞcial for the Alton Park 
and Recreation program as well as for the Southern 
Illinois Soccer League. An honor student, File served 
as President of the International Club and was selected 
as homecoming king. He has also been very involved 
with the youth group at his church and with the Nature 
Institute.

Rotary clubs always pumped for 
World Water Day

Students of Month

 Sara Lucena, a member of  the Rotary Club of 
Puerto Plata Isabel de Torres, Puerto Plata, Dominican 
Republic, helps four-year-old Eric Antonio Polanco write 
his name on the new  bio-sand filter she just installed in his 
familyÕs home in Aguas Negras.
 Recipients of bio-sand filters have found that when 
they bathe in filtered water, skin conditions clear up. 
Rotary Images/Alyce Henson


